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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5135

AS AMENDED BY THE HOUSE
Passed Legislature - 2003 Regul ar Session
St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2003 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senate Commttee on Ways & Means (originally sponsored by
Senators Carl son, Kohl-Wlles, West, Horn, Schm dt and Rossi)

READ FI RST TI ME 03/ 10/ 03.

AN ACT Relating to increased tuition fees and fees for excess
credits taken at institutions of higher education; adding a new section
to chapter 28B.10 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 28B. 10 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Each four-year institution of higher education and the state
board for community and technical colleges shall devel op policies that
ensure undergraduate students enrolled in degree or certificate
progranms conplete their prograns in a tinely manner in order to make
the nost efficient use of instructional resources and provide capacity
within the institution for additional students.

(2) Policies adopted under this section shall address, but not be
[imted to, undergraduate students in the follow ng circunstances:

(a) Students who accunulate nore than one hundred twenty-five
percent of the nunber of credits required to conplete their respective
baccal aureate or associate degree or certificate prograns;

(b) Students who drop nore than twenty-five percent of their course
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| oad before the grading period for the quarter or senester, which
prevents efficient use of instructional resources; and

(c) Students who remain on academ c probation for nore than one
quarter or senester.

(3) Policies adopted under this section may include assessnent by
the institution of a surcharge in addition to regular tuition and fees
to be paid by a student for continued enroll nent.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) Each public four-year institution of
hi gher education and the state board for community and technical
coll eges shall report to the higher education coordinating board by
January 30, 2004, on the policies devel oped under section 1 of this
act . The report shall include baseline data on the nunber and
characteristics of students affected by the policies. |If the policies
were adopted before the effective date of this section, the report
shal | describe the inpact of the policies.

(2) In the report, each four-year institution shall also describe
policies devel oped and actions taken by the institution to elimnate
barriers to tinmely conpletion of degree prograns, including reducing
t he occasi ons where students cannot enroll in courses needed for their
maj or due to overenrollnent. The state board may select a sanple of
coll eges to describe policies and actions to address course schedul i ng
I ssues.

(3) The higher education coordinating board shall summarize the
reports fromthe institutions and the state board and nmake a report to
the higher education commttees of the legislature by March 1, 2004.
The report prepared by the higher education coordinating board shal
i nclude recommendations for additional |egislative action, including
whet her increased tuition and fees should be uniformy charged to
students as an additional incentive for tinmely conpletion of degree and
certificate prograns.

Passed by the Senate April 23, 2003.

Passed by the House April 17, 2003.

Approved by the Governor May 20, 2003.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State May 20, 2003.
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